BCCRA Minutes – February 21, 2019

P.F. Chang's – 225 East Basse Road
Board Members in Attendance: Carol Castillo, Angie Jimenez, Letitia “Tish” Moncivais,

Blanca Espericueta, and Jessica Butts.

Carol Castillo welcomed all members, honorary, professional, associate, and student, and gave membership numbers: 37 professional members and 20 student, 57 total. She expressed hoping for over 100 members this year.

Past Presidents acknowledged presidents Tonya Thompson, Mary Berry, David Zarate; NCRA rep Kristin Anderson, who could not be present as she was speaking for the A-Z Program; TCRA rep Erminia Uviedo; and then TexDRA reps Angie Lozano and Kim Tindall, not present at the meeting.

Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m.

Angenda: Minutes from January meeting brought up.  Motion to accept January meeting minutes made by Rose Davila and seconded by Tish M.. Motion passed.
Elected Historian was Bebe Lopez. Due to unfortunate personal circumstances, Bebe Lopez must step down.

Motion made by Jessica Butts for Blanca Espericueta to become Historian and allow Bebe Lopez to step down; Erminia Uviedo seconded; Blanca accepted.  Motion passed.
BCCRA bank account update: Jessica Butts was removed from account, and Tish Moncivais was added to the account while Angie Jimenez status remained unchanged on the account; Carol's address as well as the PO box are listed as addresses on the account.

Treasurer's report: Balance is presently $7,168.51 with one reimbursement to Carol Castillo for PO Box of $134, the year membership.

Motion to accept treasurer's report made by David Zarate, seconded by Angeliz Rivera.

Carol presented the online payment method. BCCRA in the process of working on accepting online payment method for transactions. First Data is whom Carol is working with to allow for payment through the BCCRA website.  The following day, the payment plan will be in place. Future events can be paid online as well so money does not have to be exchanged and goes straight to BCCRA bank account.

NCRA captioning week was the prior week.

Monday:  the Proclamation was read by Chief Justice Sandee Bryan Marion on the front steps of the courthouse (Carol apologized for any e-mails left off the list and is working on a master list to avoid this confusion in future and wishes to thank Justice Bryan -Marion);

Tuesday:  Capitol Day in Austin.  Erminia said great turnout.  There was a bill filed that morning, bringing about reform to address the shortage. Apprentice programs were suggested, as was reciprocity of other certifications. TCRA has a copy to distribute.  TCRA has a May 18th regional seminar in Corpus Christi, which is a Saturday. Erminia and Angeliz have been asked to speak at the seminar as well, and nine representatives were personally contacted by Erminia. Carol thanked Erminia for speaking on this subject.

US Legal hosted an event on Tuesday. Carol thanked them for reaching out and connecting with the court reporters.

Wednesday:  students from Fox Tech and Business Careers High Schools visited the courthouse;

Mary Berry spoke on this, saying it was their second year, and they came with the business law class. First to teach A-Z in high school in Texas, Fox Technical High School teaches court reporting theory now in the high school, having started in the fall. Their legal department came, attorneys-to-be and court reporters-to-be alike. She expressed hope that Business Careers High Schools will go back and teach theory at the high school. Carol thanked Mary for discussing the subject.

Thursday:  Copy Concierge was thanked for their hosting a breakfast for court reporters; approximately 28 reporters appeared. Glen said, being 23 years in business, “you always have to give back to the people that give you work.” He says that he appreciates the business of Bexar County Court Reporters. He said the breakfast was wonderful, and he's thankful.

Erminia brought up that, on KSAT 12, Carol was highlighted.

Fiesta medals ordered for this year, coming out likely in time for the April meeting for 2019. Last year was an order of 200; 300 was ordered this year. The original fee was a $400 down payment; total will be $883.68 [check number]. BCCRA will have a medal unveiling if they arrive sooner in March.

Guest speaker August Schneiderheinz (Gus).   He is our accountant for BCCRA and has been for two years. He gave us 501(6)(c) history and was very informative Q and A session regarding what BCCRA's status as a nonprofit could and could not do. Gus was applauded for his assistance in answering the questions presented to him, and Carol personally thanked Gus for his time.

David Zarate re-proposed the golf tournament.  Having done research, date May 18, 2019.  BCCRA  raised around $12k on a one-time tournament. David crunched numbers and had questions account-related before being able to come to conclusions. As for the 28 teams last time in tournament, a 4-man tournament, 112 players, 23 of those teams were David's. He was hesitant to offer assistance once more due to having to bring it all together with the organization involved. Luis Duran suggested that Toys for Tots donation was the initial discussion that brought this conversation up; Carol stated we cannot donate to such causes, as the causes have to be profession-related, due to our AOAs.

David suggested donating to a semester or a year's tuition for a student. Anna Mar (student) suggested that these scholarships were much-appreciated, and Katelyn Van Slycke personally thanked BCCRA for all past scholarships awarded.. 
The numbers David worked were with calculated using SilverHorn Golf Club. A round of golf with range balls, putting down 500-dollar deposit, with carts, a fajita dinner, they are charging $65/player; $125/player would be charged by BCCRA. He arrived at $6,700 raised on just golf, net profit. The max number of teams you can have is 36, or 144 players. He wants to get hole sponsorships from judges or court reporter firms or any businesses, charging $200/hole.

Copy Concierge will make all our signage.

If BCCRA acquires the full amount of players, there will be $8,600 net profit, raffle numbers not included. He believes we made $3.5-$4k on the raffle last tournament.

The proposed wording for the signage and donation efforts were, “Proceeds benefit BCCRA,” and including bullet points of what BCCRA does was also recommended.

BCCRA  will have the money if needed for seminars or speakers or the like, including sponsoring professional and/or student members to court reporting conventions.

Mary Berry made the motion that BCCRA have a golf tournament for 2019 on May 18th at the SilverHorn golf course; Luis Duran seconded.  Motion passed.
Carol suggested a bunco tournament go on indoors so that BCCRA can have socialization indoors, for those who are not golf fans. She brought up a volunteer sheet and suggested we can have matching T-shirts to represent BCCRA.

Carol read a few things to members regarding NCRA: NCRA Leadership & Legislative Boot Camp will be held May 5th-7th at the Embassy Suites by Hilton just outside of Washington, D.C., with takeaways necessary to become successful advocates and leaders in the state and national level. The NCRA Convention & Expo will be August 15th-18th at the Hyatt Regency, Denver, Colorado.

TCRA does donate to judiciary silent auction; Erminia motioned amount up to $200 for TCRA donation; Blanca seconded.  Motion passed.
TCRA:  There are several levels of sponsorship with TCRA: $100 min, then $500, $1500, $2500, $3500, and $5000 for convention. Money goes to speakers, venue costs, food, hotel, and the works. Per Tonya, this is the last contract they have for an exclusive hotel, the 80th anniversary. $90k has been spent every year for conventions due to this current contract, per Erminia. Vote tabled until March.

Liche Cavazos: brought up to Carol something about a firm recording depositions and then sending them to India and such; Erminia was relayed this information and informed TCRA who relayed it to lobbyists. Erminia does not have specifics, but Bebe Lopez stated it was the “alliance” with Veritext and such; part of the bill last week states that if they are not registered, they can be fined. They put in a bill to charge if not registered. More info to come.

NCRA's A-Z program: Blanca E. program has had a speaker every class to encourage students and such.  A minimum of 20 student participants have been in attendance. September will be the time frame for the next class.

Gus stated he works with a company on their board, and they were thinking about sending worker's comp files to India at $0.17/page to file; CPAs had the same problem a number of years ago because AMEX was going to have CPAs to type them up; they had to take preventative measures as well, such as, if one is not licensed in the State of Texas or doesn't do business here, one cannot organize as a CPA. India is a real deal, he said.

Carol reiterated the importance of having everyone's current contact information.

On January 22nd, 2019 BCCRA was able to provide breakfast to SAC and snacks for the evening class.

Carol restated that our Facebook group is private for members only, again mentioning the privacy concerns that caused both TCRA and BCCRA to close public pages.

Anna requested NCRA's A-Z program updated info to be included on BCCRA's webpage.

If members have not renewed with BCCRA, group members of the BCCRA Facebook group will need to renew by March meeting to remain on the Facebook group.

Tonya advocated for membership with TCRA due to networking, resume, and job listings, et cetera, as they were exceptional in reaching out to her and assisting her when she needed it.

Motion to adjourn by Rose; Angie seconded.  Motion passed.
Motion to adjourn at 7:32 p.m.
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Carol Castillo, President




Jessica C. Butts, Secretary

